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(54) SEPARATION OF SESAMIN COMPOUNDS 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a sesamin compound useful for reinforcing the insecticidal 
activities of insecticides, etc., in high purity and in high yield by depositing the sesamin compound in 
the presence of a specific amount of an alkali in the mixture of an aqueous solvent with a distillate 
obtained by subjecting a sesame oil to a steam distillation treatment under vacuum and subsequently 
separating the deposited sesamin compound. 

SOLUTION: This method for separating a sesamin compound comprises subjecting a sesame oil to a 
steam distillation treatment under vacuum and subsequently separating the sesamin compound from 
the obtained distillate substantially containing the sesamin compound. Therein, the distillate is mixed 
with water, an aqueous solvent or an aqueous solution containing a water-soluble solvent such as 
ethanol in an amount of >40wt.% as a solvent to separate a solvent-soluble fraction from the mixture. 
The sesamin compound is deposited in the solvent- soluble fraction in the presence of an alkali in an 
amount of >1 equivalent per the acid value of the solvent-soluble fraction, and the deposited sesamin 
compound is subsequently separated. The objective sesamin compound having many physiologically 
active functions such as a function for reinforcing the insecticidal activities of pyrethroid insecticides, 
an alcohol metabolism-stimulating function, a blood lipid peroxide production-inhibiting function and a 
carcinogenesis-inhibiting action is obtained in high purity and in high yield. 
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